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Fruit Bearing Christianity                                                                            7/6/2008

John 15:1-11

Introduction: About two weeks ago we went to Calloway Gardens together with Br. Ed and Mrs. Ellen to spend time in that beautiful place as well as see the circus.  We visited all the attraction points including the vegetable gardens.  I like that place and you could see how all these vegetables they planted are already bearing nice fruits.  While looking at all these vegetables I saw some peach trees and I went to pick up some peaches and eat.  Now these peaches were not very big but they looked ripened, they had a nice red and yellow color so I picked one and took a bite.  I had to spit it out for the taste was awful.  The peaches looked ripened and nice but they were hard and bitter.  I asked myself, “How could this be, the tree and its fruits look beautiful and yet they are not good to eat, they don’t bring the joy and satisfaction they are intended too?”  Br. Ed said that maybe they got a tree disease or maybe it was too cold when the trees blossomed.

Now while preaching the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus used an illustration about a tree and its fruit to make those listening to Him aware of false believers.  He said, 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by their fruits.  Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles?  In the same way every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus you will know them by their fruit.”
So the faith of Christian believers can be known according to the fruits the Christians bear in their lives.  There are many who claim to be true followers of Christ and yet in reality as Jesus mentions, their life-style, and the impact they have on those around them shows in fact they are false.

Now in our text from John 15, Jesus says that those who abide in Him, those who have a real relationship of love and trust with Him, and make Him the Lord of their lives and allow Him to change them thorough the power and work of the Holy Spirit, they will bear good fruits.  So those who are in Christ and abide in Him will bear visible fruits. 

Speaking of being fruitful believers through Christ, Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:10 that     “ we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has prepared before hand to be our way of life.” 

According to Paul, God makes us fruitful; He enjoys changing and transforming us and then using us for works that he has established from before.  Isn’t this wonderful?  God knew even from before we were born, that He could use you and me to accomplish wonderful works for His Kingdom.  He prepared these works and knew that if we come to Him and accept Him as our God and Savior, He will use us for fulfilling these works.  

In Colossians 1:9-10 Paul addresses another important aspect about what it means to be genuine fruitful Christians.  He says, “We pray to God to fill you with the knowledge if His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.”  According to Paul, we are to lead lives fully pleasing to God and to bear fruit in every good work, spiritually, personally, socially and so on.  Think about all aspects of your life: personal, spiritual, and social.  Are you and I living lives fully pleasing to God?  Is everything that you are and do personally, spiritually, and socially fully pleasing to God?  If yes then you and I are fruitful believers.  Now is this possible?  Can we live such lives?  Can we live lives worthy of the Lord and fully pleasing to Him?  Yes.  Jesus says here that it is possible and that this is God’s call and will for us and we will see today how is it possible. 

A believer who trusts in the Lord, Jeremiah says, is like a “tree planted by the waters sending out its roots by the stream.  It shall not fear when heat comes and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit” (17:8).

Apostle Paul says in Galatians 5 that if we walk in the Spirit in other words if we allow the Holy Spirit to transform and guide us we will bear the fruits of the Spirit which are: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”   We will bear all these fruits in us not because of us but because of the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives.  Now Jesus says here “I am the vine and you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing” (v.5).  Apart from Jesus we can do nothing this is what He says here.  If we reverse what he says here is, “With Jesus or through Him we can do everything.”  And in fact this is what Apostle Paul says in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

If what Jesus says here is true, why aren’t we fruitful believers?  If what the Bible says here about us bearing fruits in all aspects of our lives is true then we Christians should be full of life, energetic, spiritually growing and healthy, positive and confident, courageous, at peace in times of turmoil, and a blessing for those around us be they our family members, church members, friends, coworkers, neighbors, and so on.  The problem is that we want to be like this but without abiding in Jesus and without allowing the Holy Spirit to work in our lives and the result is that we are spiritually tired, depressed, melancholic, lethargic, and fruitless.

The 21st century malady of the Church is a sleeping, depressed, and unfruitful church.  Imagine if all Christian believers in our world would be fruitful in all aspects of life how will our world look like?  How will our churches look like?

Now Jesus calls us to be fruitful Christians, to bear the fruit of the Spirit in all aspects of life and He tells here how is it possible, the steps leading to a fruitful life in Christ:

1. Identity

The first step has to do with our identity.  So first, know your identity.  Jesus says here, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower.”   Here it is Jesus, God’s Son Himself telling us that He and God the Father are our sources of life and power.  Just like a fruitful branch is rooted in the main vine and the main vine rooted in the good soil produced by the gardener so are we rooted in Jesus and Jesus in God the Father.  See many times we ignore who we are.  We are God’s children rooted in God through Christ.  We are connected too and rooted in God the Creator of all life and who has all power in this universe.  

Illustration:  Jesus told these things to his disciples as they were going to the Garden of Gethsemane.  It was after they celebrated the Passover meal together in the upper room, it was the last night for Jesus and his disciples before he was betrayed and arrested and they were going to the Mount of Olives in the garden.  It was springtime and all trees and flowers were blooming just like now.  You look outside everywhere and see trees and flowers blooming.  So they were passing by olive trees and grape vines blooming and coming to life.  And behind all this Spring blooming there was the unseen power of God who gives life to everything and the hard work of the gardeners who took care of their orchards.  Probably they stopped by a beautiful garden in which the trees were pruned and the soiled worked and manured and the trees were just blooming with flowers.  There are still many beautiful tree orchards on the Mount of Olives even today and probably they stopped by such a beautiful garden and the disciples were amazed by the power behind all this.  Jesus uses this powerful illustration from biology to tell them: “I am the true vine and my Father the vine grower.  When it comes to your lives and making them fruitful for God in all their aspects just know your identity.  You are rooted in God through Me.”

When you and I are rooted in God through Christ we can do things that honor Him or stop doing things that dishonor Him.  All the power, strength, and ability to do righteous things or stop doing unrighteous things are available through Jesus.

Illustration: Abraham was 75 years old when God called him to an unknown land, Moses was 80 years old when God called Him to go to Egypt and lead His children out of slavery, he went and God strengthen him, Deborah was a woman yet God used her to defend Israel’s enemies.  She told Barak, “Go against the Canaanites for the Lord will give you victory,” and Barak replied, “Only if you go with me, I will go,” and she went and led the people of Israel into battle.  Eli was a child when God began to reveal to him and call him to be the spiritual leader of Israel, David was a young man when he confronted Goliath, and so many other old or young heroes of faith did things for God because they knew who they were, they were His children rooted in Him. 

We, Christians, can do things not because of our own strengths and abilities but because of our identity in Christ.  We don’t quit because we receive strength, power, courage, and a new motivation from God Himself.  Often I hear about preachers quitting to serve their churches, or church members about divorcing, or fathers and mothers leaving their families and going away or others quitting their jobs, and all of this while they go to church and worship Jesus.  When life is hard and stressful and you and I feel like quitting remember that Jesus can make us fruitful.  So always remember who you are in Christ.

2. Improvement

The second step has to do with improvement.  God will make us bear more and more fruit.  He will improve us constantly.  In v.2 Jesus says, “Every branch that bears fruit He prunes to make it bear more fruit.”   All plants that produce fruits or flowers need pruning.  I read a little bit about the essential process of pruning for plants and trees and here is what one source said: “The objective for pruning is to obtain strong, healthy, attractive, and fruitful plants.  Pruning involves the understanding of how, when, and why to prune.”  There is a whole field today called horticulture that deals with the proper care of plants and there are specialists called horticulturists that know exactly how, when, and why to prune plants in order to make them strong, healthy, attractive, and fruitful.  Don’t try to prune if you don’t know how because you can damage your plant instead of improving it.  Jesus says here that God Himself our Maker and Creator is pruning us, and He does so why?  To make us stronger, more attractive, healthier, and more productive in our lives.  He knows how, when, and why to do it.

What does Divine pruning implies for us?  First, it is for our own benefit.  It is going to improve us.  This means you and I will never stay the same so we don’t have to have a downgrading view about ourselves and we don’t have to let others downgrade us.  Don’t ever say, “I am not good, Nothing can change me.”  God can and He will do it.  Also don’t get discouraged if others put you down and underestimate you.  Again God works out to make you better and better, so have confidence in God.   Second, accept God’s ways of pruning.  Sometimes they might be painful, sometimes they might not.  Sometimes God perfects us in the valley of death where there is crying and pain other times on the mountaintop where there is joy and celebration.  Don’t question God’s ways but accept them, He knows better how to do it.  Romans 8:28 “For we know that all things work together for good for those who love God.”
Third, look for the results of pruning.  Ask yourself this question: “Am I getting stronger, healthier, more attractive and more fruitful in my spiritual life?  If yes it means that God is pruning you if not be careful be very careful because there is a great caution that Jesus mentions 

here, namely the danger of becoming an unfruitful branch.  So if you and I don’t see spiritual progress in our lives we need to come in prayer before God and ask Him to show us what is wrong in our lives. Hebrews 6:11-12 says “And we want each one of you to show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope to the very end, so that you may not become sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

Test yourself and make sure you are not getting sluggish but more fruitful.

A Christian writer once said, “If you love people and they are unfriendly look into your love, if you rule them and they are unruly, look into your wisdom, if you are courteous to them and they do not respond look into your way of respecting them.  If what you do is vain, always seek within.”  David, the Psalmist always prayed, “Search my heart of God, make it ever true.” 

Jesus says here, “let me prune your life and character and you will become stronger, better, more attractive and more fruitful as a Christian believer.”   

3. Indwelling

The third step has to do with indwelling.  First, our identity, second our improvement, third, our indwelling.  Jesus says here “Abide in me” or stay, remain, indwell “as I abide in you.”  In order to live fruitful lives for the Lord, for us, and for others we need to constantly abide or indwell in Jesus.  He says very clear here that He is going to stay in us, He will never leave us nor forsake us, but we have also to indwell in Him.  We cannot seek the world and its pleasures and then come back to Jesus to bless us.

If we deliberately leave Jesus who is our source of life, power, energy, growth, and sanctification and give ourselves to worldly things, if we uproot ourselves from the true vine and live in the wilderness of the sinful world, we will dry out spiritually.  Listen do you want to see the power and presence of God at work in your life?  Do you want to be an energetic, spirit filled Christian?   Then, stay in the Lord, abide in Him constantly, never live your indwelling place in the Lord.

Illustration: In the parable of the prodigal son, Jesus tells us that after the prodigal left his father’s house he went to a distant country where he spent all his inheritance in sinful living, and then Jesus says a severe drought and famine came in that country and he began to be in need.

 Jesus wants us to understand here that the foreign country represents the world and its sinful lusts and that ultimately living in the world or allowing the world to influence our lives will dry us up, would be like living in a dried wilderness.  So the prodigal was hired to take care of pigs and would have gladly eaten the pigs’ food but he wasn’t allowed.  Then he remembered that in his father’s house even the servants had plenty of food that they could shared at any time.  What Jesus does here is to contrast how spiritually abundant our lives can be when we abide in God and how dried and unfruitful they can be when we uproot ourselves from God and allow the world to enslave us. 

How to abide in Christ constantly?  How to always indwell in Him?  By seeking and doing the things from above.  Colossians 3 says “If you have been raised with Christ seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are above not on things that are on earth for you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (1-3).  

Now I know that all of us here know what are the things from above and what are the things of this world.  The question is what has priority in our lives.  It’s a daily choice we have to make: for example we can read the newspaper, watch TV, or waste time at Wal-Mart or we can pray, read the Bible, and have a quiet time with the Lord.  We know what is from above and what is from the world this is not a problem, the problem is what choice we make.  If we want to abide in God and live fruitful lives for Him we have to make the right choices.

4. Indemnity

The last step toward being a fruitful believer is indemnity and this has to do more with what we receive from being fruitful for the Lord.  Now indemnity means two major things.  It means being given an assurance or an endorsement, and second it means receiving a reward or reimbursement.   Jesus mentions both of these aspects here.  First, He says, “If you abide in me and my words abide in you ask for whatever you wish and it will be done for you.”   Jesus assures us here that our prayers will be answered when we abide in Him.  So the secret of answered prayers is staying or abiding in the Lord.  Now why is that so?  Why does God answers our prayers only if we abide in Him?  First, because when we are in tune with God, when our heart is in tune with God’s heart and when our mind is filled with knowledge and wisdom from Him we save ourselves from a lot of troubles.  We shouldn’t get in troubles because of sinful living and then test God by asking Him to clean the mess. 

Second, we ask according to His will.  Many of our prayers are unanswered because God knows that we don’t need what we ask for or is not safe to have it.  Many times we ask for things that will harm us so God is not answering such prayers.  So by abiding in God our prayers are answered.

The second aspect of indemnity is a reward and that is complete joy.  In v.8 Jesus says, “My Father is glorified by this that you bear much fruit and become my disciples,” and then in v.11 He says, “I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy might be complete.”  

When we are fruitful Christians God is glorified.  When we bless God through our life style and when others come to God because of us, God is glorified and nothing will give us more true joy and satisfaction in life then God being glorified through us.  So being fruitful for the Lord will in turn reward us for we will have the joy of Christ in us.

Are you like a tree planted by the waters that don’t fear heat, whose leaves stay green, and who always bears fruit?  Do you have: joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control as the major marks of your life?  Are your prayers answered?  Is your joy complete? If yes you are a fruitful Christian abiding in the Lord.  God wants us to be fruitful, calls us to be fruitful, and will make us fruitful through the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives all we have to do is remember out identity in Christ, allow Him to improve us and indwell in Him constantly.  Amen.   

